Turnitin for Students
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What is Turnitin?

Turnitin is a text matching tool that highlights any part of your work that has been matched to
previously published sources. When you submit a document to Turnitin it will give you an electronic
report back (called an originality report) which shows you whether any of your text matches work
that has already been submitted or published by somebody else. Using Turnitin in this way gives
you an opportunity to check that you haven'’t copied (plagiarised) somebody else’s work and a
chance to revise your work so that you are absolutely certain it is your own (original).

Please note that Turnitin is for your use only, you tutor will not see the work or mark it.

What is Plagiarism?

The UH definition of plagiarism is:

The misappropriation or use of others’ ideas, intellectual property or work (written or otherwise),
without acknowledgement or permission. It may be intentional or unintentional and includes, but is
not limited to:

e the importing of phrases from or all or part of another person’s work without using quotation marks
and identifying the source;

e without acknowledgement of the source, making extensive use of another person’s work, either by
summarising or paraphrasing the work merely by changing a few words or by altering the order in
which the material is presented;

e the use of the ideas of another person without acknowledgement of the source or the presentation
of work which substantially comprises the ideas of another person and which represents these as
being the ideas of the candidate.

Whatever the reason, copying someone else’s work (plagiarism) is an assessment offence which
the University treats very seriously. If you want to cite or quote other people’s work then you must
use the School’s Referencing Guidelines to acknowledge the original source.

How can Turnitin help me?

Turnitin can show you where your work is closely matched to that of someone else’s i.e. it lacks
originality. You can use the originality report to work out how to improve what you have written. It
may be that you need to spend more time reading and understanding the sources you are using so
that paraphrasing comes more easily or that you need additional tutorial support to improve your
academic writing skills. See the School Academic Skills Advice website for more help.

How do I get access to Turnitin?
Student access is created within StudyNet at module assignment level; just enter StudyNet using
your username and password in the usual way. No other password is required.

Is Turnitin available for every assignment?

The module leader will decide whether to offer the Turnitin facility for the module assignment(s) or
not. If Turnitin is switched on, it is up to you whether you use it or not. If Turnitin has not been
switched on, ask your Module Leader if they can make it available for you.

How often can I use it?
You can submit your work once for each assignment.

How long before report is issued?
The report usually takes about an hour but it could be up to 24 hours if the service is busy.
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http://academic-skills.health.herts.ac.uk/

Can academic staff see my originality reports?
The work you submit to Turnitin and the report you get back are not seen by the academic staff.

Will my work be put through Turnitin by academic staff?
When you have submitted your final piece of work your tutor may decide to put it through Turnitin for
checking. Academics have their own Turnitin facility which is separate to Turnitin for students.

Does Turnitin ‘decide’ if | have committed an assessment offence?

Turnitin does not make decisions about the originality of your work or any other academic offence,
nor does it determine if the text has been referenced correctly or not. The judgement of originality
lies with the module leader in the first instance and may or may not involve the use of Turnitin.

What does the Turnitin facility in StudyNet look like?
If switched on, the Turnitin facility will show up in your assignment portal:

Yet another LTI single submission test Wed 18 Nov 2015 23:55
18

No submission to mark & Submit assignment

&/ Open Turnltln Submission Page

Click on the ‘Open Turniin Submissions Page’ to see the Turnitin ‘Student Assignment Dashboard’,
which will either provide a link to upload a file, or list the file you have already uploaded along with
the originality report score:

@ Assignment Dashboard Summary

Yet another LTI single submission test (1]

You have no active papers in this assignment.

I+

Student clicks here to
upload their file

Provide a title for your upload and then select the file from your laptop/USB/PC to be checked by
Turnitin:
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Submit File

EUploadafile = Copy&paste  Additional options =

Drag the file you would like to submit into this box to bagin or fill out the form below,

Submission title:

Submission file: & Select a file to upload

Supponted file types:
Texd, M5 Word, MS PowerPoint, Postscnpt, POF, RTF

HTML, WordPerfect, Hangul, OpenOffice

You will have to confirm that the work is your own before you can submit your work:

Turnltln Submission

This page gives you access to your Turnitin Assignment Dashboard, which allows you to submit/view you draft submission for originality assessment. Originality
Assessment will compare your file with other files in the Turnitin database and alert you to any areas that might need re-writing and/or referencing via a report
containing a Similarity Index.

The report you get back will not be accessible to anyone other than you, nor will the Similarity Index. This report is to help in your learning and cannot be used by
your tutor as part of their assessment of your final submission.

Your StudyNet account is for your use only, you must not give anyone else access to it or use it to submit anyone else’s work to Turnitin,

If you are unsure about any aspect of using Turnitin, please talk to your module leader prior to making use of the Turnitin Assignment Deshboard.

1 certify that anything I submit, or have submitted, to Turnitin is my own work

Whilst a file is being uploaded, Turnitin will show the status of the upload and then ask for final
confirmation that you want this piece of work to be checked by asking you to ‘Accept Submission’:

Submit File
-
Assignment
. Tumnitin Far Students is part of each StudyiNet module web-site, but ks only available f the tutors have opted to.
Rat Husbandry in Modern swichit on.
i 1 . Although stalf may switch this facility on for & module web-site, S1af able 1o switch the facility off for specific
Veterinarianism g =
If you can submit to Turmitin against an assignment then 2 “Submit draft to Turnitin® link will appear - but this
Title ‘aticn is only available prioe 10 the hand-in date/time being reached:
This is my submission title
°
Submission text I
Click here to preview text Upen cicking “Submit draft 1o Turnitin® you will be py ith 3 screen that indudes e
ot R i s
You May 0nly SUbMIL YOWr Own work 1o Turitin and are required 1o certify tRAL the work you ane SUBMITIIAG is your
wwn. You are strongly advised nat to try 1o use this facility to submit anything other than drafts of your assignment.
Use the “Browse” button to select the file that you wish te subeit to Turnitin. Once you have selected the file and
confirmed it is your own work you may click the “Submiz Assignment To Turnitin® 1o have it reviewed for you.
There may be a delay as the assignment is submitted. before you get the following response page: -
Cancel submission Accept submission - save I
Click button to confirm the uploading of the file to Tumnltin.

Note: Your submitted drafts are not saved to the Turnitin file repository.

The Turnitin text matching report will be produced for you to view via the ‘Student Assignment
Dashboard’:
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E_-, Assignment Dashboard Summary
Yet another LTI single submission test i ]

Paper title

Ay assignmant

Date uploaded
17 Mow 2015 13:57

The report can be viewed in three different formats.
Use the drop down menu marked ‘mode’ to select one of the three options

. Show highest matches together (selected close matches)
. Show matches one at a time (a list)
. Quickview: Classic Report (a list followed by complete paper with highlighted text)

Highest matches together view:

Overall Similanty Index: 7%. gxchude quoted  gxchude biblography  Mode: | show highest matches tog

1 | 2% match (intemet)
http Avww e-husinessguide gov.ay

company also nee:

“"Consideration needs to be given to 1 2 | 1% match (student papers from 01/10A]
the security of your website, emails and Submitted to Unwversity of Adelaide

the computer systems that support them.

,uluII-uUnq lu‘mness online requires that you 3 | 1% match (student papers from 032943
send information safely between people and mil Melboume University Priv
companies and you protect your computer
systems, files and records against viruses,

4 | 1% match (student papers from 05/284

Submitted to University of Technology

physical damage (eqg fire) and intentional
theft.”

5 | 1% match (student papers from 10/284]

g securty, | ') < 1% match (internet from 10/13/05)

When deciphering the report, the colour code will indicate the % range of text which matches or is
similar to the published text of others:

blue (no matching text)

green (1 word-24% matching text)
yellow (25-49% matching text)
orange (50-74% matching text)
red (75-100% matching text)

Important note

It is up to you to use your Turnitin report as an opportunity to develop your academic writing skills
further. For example, you may need to improve your referencing presentation or the way that you
paraphrase the ideas of others. However, Turnitin cannot stop you from plagiarising nor can it
guarantee that you haven’t copied somebody else’s work (accidently or intentionally). It is a tool to
help you but ultimately you are responsible for producing an original piece of work that
acknowledges where you have drawn on the ideas of others to help you formulate your own.

Plagiarism is an academic offence which carries a serious penalty. Please do not put
your future as a healthcare or social work professional at risk as a result of
plagiarism or any other form of academic misconduct.
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